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ro JAMES STO DPD DAR T, Eſq; 


My DEAR FRIEND, 

8 you ſhall ſpeedily conſe to act in a ble capacity, you will 
have ſufficient leiſure, and J believe not a little need, for the 

advices and conſolations of a friend. 

Jou have now been a magiſtrate or r counſellor nearly ten years; 
and, having finz/hed your courſe, may look back upon your conduct 
with emotions too ſtrong to be pleaſant. You ſtepped into the 
office of Chief Magiſtrate by the rn of Sir Laurence Dundas. 
In you he expected to have a r united to him by affinity, con- 
firmed by gratitude, and rivetted by the hope of he preferment 
you might expect through his powerful influence. But there are 
ſome men whom no ties can bind but one. 

You had long meditated a coalition with your friends in che 
County. You had determined to ſupplant your patron by that 
very family, which have been hereditary foes to the City, for no 
other reaſon, than becauſe they were not ſuffered to become her 
tyrants, And you prudently reſolved to arm yourſelf with popu- 
larity, to bear you up in the day of treachery. 

Beſides the deſerved applauſe which you acquired from your 
conduct in a judicative capacity, and from your attention to the 
public works of the City, it was allowed that no man could be a 


better landlord; and the taſte which you diſplayed in your table, 


and your wines, gratified the vanity of the landlord, while it ſolaced 
the appetite of his gueſts. You courted popularity with thoſe arts, 
and for the ſame purpoles which a ſeducer practiſes on an unwary 
damſel; firſt to gain her affections, and then to accompliſh her 
ruin. 

In ſome parts, indeed, your conduet was myſterious; but now 
that you have unfolded yourſelf, the apparent inconſiſtency va— 
niſhes, I am now at no loſs to comprehend your vapouring 
ſpeeches, when you talked about the inſeparable intereſts of the 
City and the County, or of your being ell with the family of Ar- 
niſton, which none of your predeceſſors had been. Vou have ex- 
plained ; it by a ſimilar paradox, when you alert, that the intereſts 
of the Merchants and Trades are inſeparable, at the ſame time that 


A you 


a oy 
A HOW. 0 
1 


\ 


70 Have fawn the: ſeeds of diſſention between them; and inſti- 


ttigated the 'T rades to rob the Merchants, that gen may N the 
ins,, | 
I now no longer admire ke inſulting lands, which, with 6 in- 


dignation, I heard certain officers of the law beſtow on you, when 


they affected to ſay, That now the City of Edinburgh had got 


Gentlemen into the magiſtracy.” But, ſay I, God keep ſuch Gentle- 
men as you and your affociate Stirling for ever out of it. Nor am I 


at the ſmalleſt loſs to gueſs your motives, when you agreed to 12 
crifice the intereſts of the City to thoſe! very gentlemen, who, 
concert with you, are fomenting ſo much Aiſha bance, by "rig 


eſeing in the Lord Advocate's ſcheme for a South Bridge; a icheme 
- which it is impoffible a perſon of your acuteneſs of perception 


could have adopted, had not that acuteneſs been perverted by a 


miſerable W in ſome valuable quality. of t e e head, or of 


the heart. 

The laſt attempt in Which you and your contiderated ode 
were foiled, was to throw down the city walls, to lay waſte the 
houſes, and to lay open the royalty. You no totter on the brink 


of diſappointment and diſgrace, in your attempt to- overthrow her 


political conſtitution ; the firſt, to enrich your properties; the laſt, 
to inſtall you in the atminiſtration. 


Tranquillity had been maintained in the G 11 * of Edinburgh for 


a ſeries of years, although the conduct of her Governors had not 
been altogether free from exception, nor exempted from: cenſure, 


and the City had not, for a confiderable period, been infeſted with 
thoſe fire- brands, . to gratify their ambition, or avarice, en- 


dea vour to wriggle themſelves into power, by courting the affe 


tions and inſlaming the paſſions of a mob, to overturn the eſta- 
bliſhed government. But, at the laſt general election, a gentle 
man, whe was an utter ſtranger to the Town Council, addreſſed. 


three of the members with ſuch irreſiſtible arguments, thar, in not 


many. hours, he operated a conviction upon their underſtandings, 


or rather upon their /e, that he was the moſt proper repreſenta- 


ti ve for the City. And, being che minority, they, of courſe, were 


celebrated as Patriots. 


This you regarded as à very fortunate Incident; Fnce | it gave you 
a practical leſſon, that if ever the heighth of your ambition {hould. 
. — you from. 2 ou might recover your importance, 
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ded populace to attempt an overthrow of the conſtitution. _ - 


more liberal footing ; to diſcard thoſe who had already been too  .. = 
long 1n the adminiſtration; and to introduce none but gentlemen, 


racity, gave credit to your profeſſions, and were miſled to give 


when certain gentlemen in Council, as well as Sir Laurence Dun- 
das, repreſented what ſcandalous uſage 3 it would be ro Mr Dalryi m- 


rence Dundas, . it was his intereſt to . all his friends turn- 


bove all, to prevent Sir Laurence's coming to Edinburgh, to diſ- 


fiſtance, which had been ſent you by the Dake of Buccleugh: Bur: 


("37 PE 
by landing forth the champion of Liberty, and inſtigating a delu- 


Having acquired a ſufficient ſhare of popularity, and fixed the ; 
plan of your operations, you, previouſly to the laſt Michaelmas e EET 
lection, ſet about modelling the Council, in ſuch manner as to pro- 
cure a majority dependent on your nod. This, however, could 
not be effected, if the known friends of Sir Laurence Dundas were 


allowed to remain. Of theſe you reſolved to rid yourſelf, and to 
accompliſh your aim by pretexts the moſt inſidious and falſe. You 


pretended, that your ſole aim was to eſtabliſh the Council upon a 


and the moſt ſubſtantial citizens, into the Council. You, at the 
ſame time, profeſſed the warmeſt attachment to Sir Laurence Dun- 
das; nay, that his intereſt ſhould be better eſtabliſhed than e- 


ver. 
Sir Laurence's friends. not knowing the v weig ght due to > your Vve- 


their promiſes for men, upon your making a falſe repreſentation of 
their views and meaſures. Still, however, there was one obſtacle 
not eaſily to be ſurmounted. You knew, that when you became 
Chief Magiſtrate, you owed your preferment to Sir Laurence Dun- 
das, at whoſe requeſt Mr Dalrymple politely quitted in your fa- 
vour the promiſe which had been made him of that office. You 
knew it was natural for the Council, and for Sir Laurence, to 
wiſh that the gentleman ſhould be choſen who had been diſap- 
pointed at tne former election: And, had you been poſſeſſed of 
generoſity or gratitude, you would have wiſhed it doubly, Bur 
Mr Dalrymple was by no means fit for your purpoſes. You had 
pitched upon another; and you affected to fret, and to ſtorm, 


ple to elect any other into the Chief Magiſtracy. 

You laboured, by a journey to Aſkhall, to perſuade Sir Lau- 
ed out of office, and Mr Dalrymple inſulted. You ſtruggled, a- 
cover the duplicity of your conduct; and, having failed in your: 


enterprize, you became openly malcontent. 
You then 20% ly publiſhed to the world the letter promiſing aſ— 


ſtill. 
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kein n not a wort was EL: about the Res YO. of hs Trade? Nay, 
(I ſpeak it upon more than conjecture) you had not then, even 55 
private, expreſſed a reſolution about extending the privileges of the 
Trades. You knew the trouble it would be to yourſelf, as well as 
the curſe it would be to the City: You, therebves, wiſely reſerved 
it as the forlorn hope. And the gentlemen, whoſe promiſes you 
had ſo inſidiouſly engaged, having diſcovered your deceit, and vo- 
red for the meaſures, preferably to the men you had entreated them 
to adopt; you had recourſe to the freedom of the Trades, as the 7 
laſt engine, to ſave you from political deſtruction. 
I can hardly perſuade myſelf, that you, and your confederated 
leaders, can be ſerious in the ſcheme that you profeſs to have a- 
dopted; or that you intend by it any more than a tool for railing 
you into office, and then to be laid aſide. But, ſuppoſing you to 
5 be in earneſt, I mean not this addreſs as a diſquiſition into the re- 
ſpective rights of the Merchants and Trades, but as a diſplay of 
your liberality, fidelity, aad gratitude; nor, in the ſuppoſition of 
your ſincerity, do I at all comprehend, what it is that you are aim- 
ing at. At firſt, the only grievance you complained of, and ex- 
preſſed a deſire to have redreſſed, was the ſhortening of the leets. 
But, if we may judge by the political traſh which your party has 
diſtributed, you and the Trades have been perpetually riſing in 
their demands. One of your literary champions *, *, has claimed a 
vote for the Extraordinary Deacons, in every caſe that can come 
before the Council; and a later one f has advanced ſome additi- 
onal claims, in ſuch ambiguous language, that [ do not compre- 
hend them. All I know is, that you profeſs to overturn the pre- 
ſent conſtitution ; but I ſee no plan of the fabric you mean to rear 
in its ſtead, 
Io accompliſh your purpoſes, you have embraced every meaſure 
f which has at any time been practiſed to delude and inflame the 
rabble. You have adopted, as your pattern, that hero who inſti- 
gated an oppoſition in the metropolis, which, ſpreading over the 
Atlantic, now rages in America, in all the horrors of civil war; 
and, you may juſtly be ſtyled, Taz WILKES OF THE NozTH. 
Yet Wilkes's profeſſed aim was but to prevent the miniſtry from 
invading the conſtitution ; whereas you openly avow your inten- 
tion to overthrow the conſtitution of the City, which, by your 
burgeſs-oath, you are bound to preſerve. Wilkes's indignities 
were 
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oh 
were directed againſt the firſt magiſtrate of the kingdom; but, as. 
your ſtation and your abilities have limited you to a narrower 
tphere, you have manifeſted the ſame diſpoſitions, by treating with 
every mark of inſult and ingratitude the City's repreſentative in 
Parliament. If Wilkes exclaimed LIBERTY, you have roared it 
forth with redoubled vociferation. If Filkes had his mobs, ſo 
have you, If Wilkes's enlaries perſuaded the rabble in London, 
That, if their champion ſucceeded, they ſhould have porter at 
three halfpence a quart, yours have mfuſed it into che ſillieſt of the 
rabble in Edinburgh, That, upon the iſſue of che conteſt between 
the Duke and Sir Laurence, the cheapneſs of meal will depend. 
But as this was too groſs an artifice, even for the mob, your party 
hatched a piece of deeper and more deliberate malicæ. TEE 


— 


A quantity of meal had been purchaſed, for the uſe of the Cha- 
rity-work-houſe, at the ſight and with the approbation of gentle- 
men whoſe names cannot be ſullied by envy and malice. As it 

happened that this meal was purchaſed from a tradeſman, a ſteady 
adherent to Sir Laurence Dundas, one of your partiſans took a 
ſample of meal, and laid it before a dealer in that article, who de- 
clared it to be bad. Upon this, a clamour was ſpread through the 
City, of the poor being cheared ; and this worthy tradeſman was: 
moſt maliciouſly aſperſed. A meeting of the ordinary managers 
of the Charity-work-houſe, aſſiſted by dealers in meal, and parti- 
cularly by the perſon who had pronounced the ſample to be bad, 
was held; and the ſtock was unanimouſly approven as good, the 
perſon to whom the ſample had been ſhown declaring, that it was 
different from the ſtock. | IRR, 1 
Buy arts ſo infamous have you and your party courted populari- 
ty, and calumniated your adverſaries. .You have deſerted the inte- 
reſts, and betrayed the privileges of the Merchants, over whom. 
ou had once the honour to preſide. Jou have carried matters 
with ſo high a hand, and in a manner ſo repugnant to common 
ſenſe, that your partiſans, while they voted in Council, That the 
expence of ſupporting the preſent conſtitution of the City /hould 1 
not be defrayed out of the public funds; they, at the ſame tige + 1 
in the different Incorporations, voted, That the expence of obtain- _ 20 
ing an alteration, an extenſion of the privileges of the Trades, 
hould be defrayed out of the poor's money. | 
But, after all, you may lament your comparative inſignificancy, 
when you conſider, that the gs WI you have made the pat 
5 | | wr 
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tern of your conauct, embroiled a nation, whereas you have only 
filled a city with confuſion and uprore; yet you may be conſoled 
with the reflection of having exceeded him in the ſacrifice you 
have made to your ambition; for while be accomplithed his pur- 


poſes by ſedition, you have aggravated ſedition by treachery, To 


finiſh the picture, in your fading popularity you will ON the 
reſemblance. 

There 1s one circumſtance fill in the reſpective condudt of 
you and your hero: But in it, parallel muſt give way to contraſt. 
Wilkes firſt roſe to popularity, by eſtabliſhing an ellential article 
in favour of perſonal liberty; whereas the moſt conſpicuous part 
of your adminiſtration, was your ſetting in defiance a warrant of 


one of the Supreme Judges in Scotland, for liberating an unfortu- 
nate man; and your acting perſonally in the capacity of jailor, to 


promote your political purpoſes. 
You are now ſpeedily approaching the end of your career. In 


your courſe you have blazed as a meteor, ſcattering war and peſti- 
lence. You are rapidly hurling down the bending arch, and in a 
few ſuns your political exiſtence {hall terminate for ever. For, de- 


pend upon it, were even your new patron to ſucceed in his enter- 
priſe, he will never put confidence in a man, who has already gi- 
ven ſo ſignal an example of treachery. 


Jou will retire into obſcurity and oblivion, with the n 
of having loſt all, by graſping too haſtily at the object of your am 
bition; and of having forfeited the good opinion of your fellow- 
citizens, by falling aſide from the ſtraight path, which, in due 
time, would have gratified your ambition, by conducting you to 


an object, which, after your late debate, Jou can never attain. 
2 think [ * now bid you FE 
Farewell for ever, 


Edinburgh, Sept, 26. 1 55 


ORMOND. 
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